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WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Manager Report 
February 12, 2019 

 
Seattle University (SU) Senior Project Sponsor—Desimone Oxbow 
The SU senior project to develop habitat restoration concepts for the Desimone Oxbow property on the 
Duwamish River is moving along.  A draft report with design concepts will be presented to restoration 
experts on February 14th. 
 
Desimone Trust and Trust Properties under New Management 
As of June last year, there is new management of Desimone Trust properties and the Desimone Trust.  
Integrated Real Estate Services took over as property manager while Columbia Trust became the new 
Trust managers (and member of the Trust).  On January 31st, I spoke with the new property manager 
about WRIA 9’s background and interest in the Desimone Oxbow property.  He was aware of the 
background and interest, but hadn’t had time to review the folder of information that changed hands 
from the previous Trust managers, Bank of New York-Mellon. He said that there was no leasing or 
development activity at the Oxbow at this time, however that Dermody Properties LLC, a national 
development company with a Northwest Region office in Bellevue, was interested in the site.  On 
Thursday, February 7th I learned that Dermody submitted a pre-application to Tukwila to build 
warehouses on the property in two phases. 
 
WRIA 9 and 8 Local Integrating Organization (LIO) 
The first meeting under the tutelage of Josh Baldi as chair, having been handed the baton from Fred 
Jarrett, of the South Central Action Area LIO was January 18th.  Most of the meeting was spent getting 
reset with the departure of WRIA 10 which formed its own LIO for the Puyallup/White/Chambers Creek 
watershed, strengthening our relationship with the Puget Sound Partnership, and implementation of the 
Puget Sound Action Agenda.  The focus of future meetings will be “deep dives” into significant activities 
in, involving, or affecting WRIAs 9 and 8. 
 
Our Green Duwamish Stormwater Strategy 
On February 7th, I attended a workshop of the Our Green Duwamish Stormwater Stakeholders group at 
the Tukwila Community Center…which included a pop quiz.  A mapping tool with many data layers, 
basin prioritization criteria, and metrics for monitoring are under development for the watershed-wide 
stormwater strategy.  A King County Technical Memorandum was prepared that estimates the annual 
average volume of treated and untreated stormwater runoff from developed lands in King County.  
Upshot of the study:  Including contributions from KC Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) collection 
area, the total estimated stormwater runoff per year in the County is 145.7 billion gallons.  Subtracting 
out WTD area contributions, the total stormwater runoff from developed land is 132.7 billion gallons. 
 
Lower Duwamish Waterway Roundtable 
The meeting planned for February 27th was cancelled due to the government shutdown. The Superfund 
Cleanup report is anticipated by early 2023 with construction beginning in mid-2023. 
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Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee (WREC) 
WRIA 9 staff is participating on the WREC, led by the Department of Ecology to develop a watershed 
plan that identifies projects to offset potential consumptive use impacts to instream flows associated 
with new permit-exempt water use. WRIA 9 has been asked to serve as both as an ex-officio member 
and a caucus representative for several jurisdictions that do not have the staff time to dedicate to the 
effort. The final plan is expected in 2021.  A presentation on the process for developing a watershed 
plan was provided to the WEF at its November 2018 meeting by Ecology. 

Lower Green River Flood Hazard Reduction Plan and Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
 
From October 24, 2018 Salmon Recovery Manager Report:  The first meeting of the Advisory 
Committee was held on October 12th at the City of Renton Council Chambers.  Dennis Robertson, 
Management Committee Chair, attended to represent WRIA 9.  WRIA 9, Flood Control District, King 
County Water and Land Resources Division, Auburn, Kent, Renton, and Seattle staff attended.  Operating 
guidelines, draft EIS scoping notice and fact sheet, study area characterization, and maps of three 
alternatives were distributed and presented.  Six meetings are anticipated over two years, the time 
estimated to complete the programmatic environmental impact statement.  The stated goal of the 
Lower Green River Corridor Flood Hazard Management Plan is to “provide a long-term approach to 
reduce flood risk and improve fish habitat while supporting the economic prosperity of the region”. 
 
The City of Tukwila is convening a meeting of the mayors of the four cities of the Lower Green and King 
County administrative officials with WRIA 9 on November 2nd to discuss WRIA 9’s development of a 
“fourth alternative” that more strongly integrates salmon recovery needs.  The goal is to garner support 
for an alternative by the four cities and King County to be submitted for evaluation of impacts.  Three 
other alternatives to be evaluated by the programmatic environmental impact statement include:  “No 
Action”; “Moderate Geographic Extent of Increased Level of Protection”; and “Greater Geographic 
Extent with Increased Level of Protection, Integrated Habitat and Recreation, Agricultural Protection 
Facilities, And Habitat Restoration Project Partnerships”.  A scoping notice is anticipated in mid-
November. 
 
Update:  The DPEIS scoping notice occurred on November 26, 2018.  WRIA 9 worked collaboratively 
with the staff of the Lower Green Cities (focused on Tukwila, Kent, Auburn which all straddle the river) 
and King County to develop a “4th Alternative” to include with scoping comments by the January 29, 
2019 deadline for comments.  The Management Committee met on January 11th to review and discuss 
the 4th Alternative and other DPEIS scoping comments to submit to the Flood Control District.  The 
Management Committee supported modifications to the existing pre-scoping letter (of August 2018 
which was sent to the FCD), and agreed to a timeline and approach for review by the WEF. Drafts of the 
4th Alternative, which includes a facility map and corresponding narratives, were distributed to the 
Mayors of the three river cities and King County Executive as the work was completed in the area of 
each jurisdiction (on or before January 18th).  The Map and Narratives were updated as feedback was 
provided by the jurisdictions.  The draft scoping letter, comments, and 4th Alternative were distributed 
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to the WEF for review on January 23rd.  The WEF was asked to provide feedback by January 28th. 
Comments from King County, Renton, Kent, and Seattle were received by February 1st (as the comment 
period was extended from January 29th to April 1st, correspondingly the time for WEF review was 
extended). The documents were revised pursuant to the comments, and distributed to the Management 
Committee for review on February 7th for discussion at its February 12th meeting. 
 
Congressional, Legislative, and Related Activity 
Chair Robertson and I met with Representative Pramila Jayapal’s staff, Lylianna Allala, on November 7th 
as a follow up to the August 13, 2018 Congressional tour of the Soos Creek Hatchery, Howard Hanson 
Dam, and Tacoma Diversion Dam.  Dating back to the 2017 Puget Sound Day on the Hill in Washington, 
DC, Representative Jayapal has expressed great interest in the work of WRIA 9 and the ongoing need to 
have the Corps of Engineers at our table.  A follow up meeting with Lylianna is February 14th. 
  
Councilmember Marlla Mhoon and I attended the “Salmon Day on the Hill” in Olympia on Tuesday, 
February 5th.  We formally and informally met with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee, Senator Christine Rolfes and Senator Reuven Carlyle, respectively; Senator Mark 
Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; Representative Joe Fitzgibbon, Chair of the House Energy and 
Environment Committee; and Representatives Pat Sullivan and Debra Entenman and Senator Mona Das, 
all of the 47th Legislative District.  We also distributed the WRIA 9 Legislative Priorities to the City of 
Covington’s lobbyist.  All of the legislators were receptive to our legislative priorities, and genuinely 
seemed pleased to get the information.  We were told that our timing was perfect as the capital 
budgeting process was about to commence.  It was our sense that the legislators were well aware that 
the Governor’s capital budget proposals fall well short of need (especially as a response to the Orca Task 
Force recommendations) and that other funding initiatives competed with statewide salmon recovery 
capital needs.  The highlight for me was, for the first time in many years visiting with legislators, I didn’t 
hear any push back such as “salmon fatigue,” “transportation first”, or “education First”. 
 
The funding of both the Salmon Recovery Funding Board and Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration 
programs need to be funded at much greater levels in order to fund critically important habitat projects 
in WRIA 9, including the Downey Farmstead project in Kent. 
 
Suzanna Smith (see introduction below) is attending the “Floodplains by Design Day on the Hill” in 
Olympia on February 12th with three others from King County staff and resident of the Middle Green 
River area.  The Nature Conservancy organized this opportunity to meet with legislators.  WRIA 9’s 
habitat project, Lones Levee, is on the prioritized list of projects to fund by Floodplains by Design, but 
the program needs to funded at greater level that the Governor’s proposed budget in order to fund this 
major levee setback project in the Middle Green sponsored by King County.  [Due to inclement weather, 
the Foodplains by Design Day on the Hill on February 12th has been cancelled] 
 
Suzanna Smith hired as WRIA 9 Habitat Projects Coordinator 
Suzanna joins WRIA 9 after over five years as an Ecosystem Recovery Coordinator for the Puget Sound 
Partnership (PSP).  At PSP, Suzanna was with the Salmon Recovery Manager and Director of Policy and 
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Planning Program where she developed the long-term strategic plan for implementing habitat capital 
projects in Puget Sound.  Implementation of the strategic plan included managing the Puget Sound 
Acquisition and Restoration funding program.  Among entities that she coordinated funding policy and 
allocation included the Recreation and Conservation Office, Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council, 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board.  Prior to her work at PSP, Suzanna developed the Wetland Program 
Plan for Washington State while at the Department of Ecology. She holds a Master of Marine Resource 
Management from Oregon State University, Bachelor of Science in Marine Science/Biology from Coastal 
Carolina University, and studied biology at Deakin University in Melbourne, Australia.  Suzanna’s first 
day in her new WRIA 9 capacity was January 7th. 


